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1. Status of Child welfare
Assessed through two broad elements: health and education. Also add a component of their future through employment
a. Health: child mortality is decreasing slowly, not enough to reach the targets of the MDGs, subregional differences, with central and West Africa being slowest. However, good performance in terms of immunization, but that needs to be sustained.
b. Education: Africa’s performance on primary education is much better, with almost all subregions likely to achieve the goal. However, quality of education matters both in terms of retention and completion. So, need to invest more in quality, but also in other levels of education, especially secondary and professional training.

A decomposition of education spending shows that expenditure on primary education as percentage of total expenditure in education can reach 70% in some African countries, meaning that there is too little left to spend on other levels of education (see figure 1)
c. Employment: does not directly concern children, but starts with professional training (since children are persons aged less than 18 and many of them have already completed primary education) ; concerns that youth unemployment rates are much higher than national averages in almost all African countries: at the continent level, youth represent 40% of active population and 60 % of unemployed. One of the causes of unemployment is inadequacy between training and the requirements of job market.

2. Justification for investing in Children
a. For African development, need for labor force, along other production factors (capital, infrastructures, institutions)

b. A well trained and healthy labor force is critical for development, especially for countries with low levels of human development

c. Investment in childhood greatly matters (malnutrition have long-term impact like stunting, late development, reduced cognitive capacities

d. Lack of resources cannot be an excuse any more, because the cost of doing anything is higher that the high cost of investing in children today

Figure 1: Education expenditure on primary education (as % of total educational expenditure) in African countries
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3. Role of International Cooperation in investment in children
a. International cooperation works very well for other types of investments, like infrastructure, despite lack of resources (construction works throughout all Africa, roads being built)

b. International cooperation has been able to yield great achievements in the field of human development also, like in the case of HIV/AIDS, because the case has been made clearly that the epidemic is affecting prime-age adults, the labor force, which is the most important production factor in Africa. The result is remarkable, and the latest UNAIDS reports commended the international community for this achievement. Even HIV/AIDs orphans are so well taken care of that in some cases, their enrolment rate is higher that the average enrolment rate in the general population.

c. Needs for advocacy to show this high pay-off of investment in children, using actualization and discount rates to compare the cost of investing now in children (education, health, training) with the return of this investment in terms of future trained labour force, reduced burden of safety nets, social cohesion and stability.  Research community has been highly influential in the case of HIV/AIDS for example.
d. International cooperation has a role to play by providing funding of children’s health, maternal health and child education, especially vocational training.
e. Some welcome initiatives at regional level like Campaign for Accelerated Reduction of Maternal Mortality in Africa (CARMAA), African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child should be enforced and promoted. As the arm of the African Union Commission, NEPAD has a role to play in the implementation of these initiatives.
f. Enhanced cooperation between NGOs and other international institutions, NGOs should benefit for a conducive environment to work
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