Children and Youth as citizens 
in budget advocacy
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Mrs…….
I would like to thank you sincere for accepting me among you today to share my group experience on budget advocacy with you.
Our plan 

After the training we’ve plan to:

· Analyze district and national budget from Child right perspective

· Monitoring children related budget expenditure

· Engage with Media.

· Engage with policy makers on budget

…and achievements

· Opinion polling among the population 

We collected information to better inform our work among the population

· Field Survey
Brought the youth group (Y-BAGAS) to visite the district assemblies and to collect a copy of the budget for analysis. 
We also analyzed the 2010 district budget in the child rights perspective. 

The main issues we looked out for were: education, health, water and social protection since they are the issues that affect children the most

We also raised some concerns on the medium term development plans.

· National Forum for collating input into 2011 Budget

Y-BAGAS participated in ISODEC and UNDP CSO forum to collate views and inputs into the 2011 budget. 
Our statement to be presented to the Ministry of Finance in Ghana. 
At the forum we made input in the area of Gender promotion specifically to the Ministry of women and children affairs

Findings of our intervention

The findings of our survey and opinion polling showed that:
· Most children do not know their rights and therefore do not see their situation as a concern to Government. They only know about their duties.

· The communities’ members do not participate in the district budget elaboration

· Community members do not know that their views must be reflected in national budget

· Children do not participate or consulted in budget activities 
· Budget allocated for districts do not go entirely to it. Some are use for what they don’t need

· Child protection against violence is not clearly reflected in the budget

· District received fewer budgets than what they usually planned.

· Many issues such as child trafficking, education… are not entirely addressed

Engagement with media and duty bearers

The AU African Child Day (16 june) was a great opportunity for us to share the findings of our researches, as the theme (budget for children rights) coincided with our activities

· We organized a mini-durbar at a local district brought together school children and youth, district assembly officials, parents as well as some traditional heads

· We presented our budget analysis report to the district assembly and other stakeholders for validation.

· We recommended to Government to implement all his commitments and policies by making provisions in budget allocations for education and welfare of children.

We specially recommended that….
· All children must be aware of their rights and duties
· All children must go to school and enjoy good school environment.

· Communities and children views must be taking into account in national budget.

· Provide necessary and quality health services to all

· Laws must be enforced to punish all perpetrators of sexual violence

· A legal backing on the national youth employment program.

· Community leaders should know their roles and hold accountable duty bearers for the fulfillment of the development of children.

· Promote gender equality in all programs and policies

For the coming year we would like to:

· Engage with more stakeholders especially:

a. The district assembly officials

b. Traditional heads 

c. Media on our findings

· Launch and disseminate our budget analysis reports and engage stakeholders, duty bearers such as the line Ministers at the national level.

· Training some youth groups in two Districts on budget advocacy

Recommendations to the Assembly here
· Our hope is that we gain support from our community leaders and you, dear parents, so that our governments listen and take into consideration children and youth suggestions for the fulfillment of their rights.
· We also want you to take this experience back to your various countries so that our friends over there have a chance to participate in the development of their communities.

The story ….

I will not stop here, but before I will share this story with you.
Two weeks ago, one of the youngest members of our group, she was 16, …
And to conclude I would like to thank Plan and ISODEC for given us the opportunity to participate in this project. We are very excited about the change it as brought in our lives since we can now confidently talk about issues of budgeting. 
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